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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 May 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is in response to amendment filed on 12/18/2009. Claims 1-9 have been 
previously cancelled. Claims 10-21 are newly added claims. Claims 10-21 are pending 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, i f the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 10-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 2002- 
296070 in view ofJP 9-1 15086. 



Regarding claims 10 and 15: JP 2002-296070 discloses a navigation apparatus comprising: a 
receiving unit that receives an input for a departure place and a destination; 
a transmitting unit that transmits to retrieving server information for the departure place and the 
destination accepted by the receiving unit (portable telephone, at least see abstract), 
a route acquiring unit that acquires from the retrieving server information showing 
transportations to be used in each of a plurality of section routes to be included in a route that 
connects the departure place and the destination, the transportations being retrieved from the 
retrieving server based on the information for the departure place and the destination transmitted 
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by the transmitting unit (route guiding service control center 11, at least see abstract) 

a guiding unit that performs a guidance based on the route (display unit of the portable phone, 

at least see abstract). 

The JP 2002-296070 does not explicitly disclose a guidance controller that controls the 
guiding unit to perform the guidance only for a section route in which a public transportation 
system is not used as the transportation, when an instruction on whether to perform the guidance 
in the section route is received and an instruction to perform the guidance is received. However, 
JP 9-1 15086 discloses this limitation, at least see page 2, lines 7-8 of the translated document 
provided by applicant. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the feature taught by JP 9-1 15086 in the invention disclosed in JP 
2002-296070 to find an optimal route. 

Regarding claim 11: The combination of JP 2002-296070 and JP 9-1 1 5086 disclose the 
navigation apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the guidance controller displays soft buttons 
for issuing the instruction to perform the guidance for each of the section routes in which the 
public transportation system is not used as the transportation (JP 9-1 15086 discloses this 
limitation, at least see page 2, lines 10-17). 

Regarding claim 12: The combination of JP 2002-296070 and JP 9-1 15086 disclose the 
navigation apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 

the section routes in which the public transportation system is not used includes a section route in 
which a traveling on foot is used as the transportation (see JP 2002-296070 abstract, walking 
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route included; see JP 9-1 15086 page 1, lines 14-17, route search is performed in a section where 
a user walks. 

Regarding claim 13: The navigation apparatus according to claim 10, wherein: 
the guidance controller controls such that voice guidance is not provided when the public 
transportation system is not used. JP 9-1 15086 discloses, while the user's moves by train, these 
operations of the mobile information device may be stopped, see page 2, lines 7-8. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to stops 
voice guidance while user moves by train to only provide information needed to the user. 

Regarding claim 14: The navigation apparatus according to claim 10, wherein: 
the guidance controller controls such that guidance is not provided when the public 
transportation system which is a train is used JP 9-1 15086 discloses, while the user's moves by 
train, these operations of the mobile information device may be stopped, , see page 2, lines 7-8. 

Claims 15-21 are rejected using the same prior arts and same rationales as claims above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments in regards to claims above have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELAL A. ALGAHAIM whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5227. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack W. Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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